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Taking his title from an Arabic translation of “Khirbet Qumran™ as “the ruins of the moon,”
Paganini, who teaches at the University of Innsbruck, discusses the discovery, the acquisition,
and publication of the manuscripts from the Judean Desert; mystics, politicians, and revolution-
aries—the ancient world of the manuscripts; the ruins of Khirbet Qumran and the Essenes; why
the manuscripts were hidden in the eleven caves; the relationships between the Qumran settle-
ment, the caves, and the manuscripts; and the Jesus movement in the context of its historical set-
ting. Paganini concludes that the Dead Sea scrolls are not simply the writings of a small group of
persons who lived at Qumran but rather present a representative cross section of Jewish society
in the time immediately preceding the development of Christianity.



